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The long-standing 
construction behind 
Russel l  House wi l l 
soon end w it h t he 
upcoming open ing 
of the new student 
hea lt h center.  The 
new building, which 
began construct ion 
in December 2015, is 
slated to open July 31.
T h e  n e w 
L E E D  c e r t i f i e d , 
68,000-square-foot 
fac i l it y w i l l  create 
space  to  house  a l l 
of  St udent  Hea lt h 
S e r v i c e s  i n  o n e 
complex. Current ly 
the various branches 
of  St udent  Hea lt h 
S e r v i c e s ,  s u c h  a s 
campus wellness and 
counseling services, 
are spread across fi ve 
different locations on 
campus. 
“One of the biggest 
t h i n g s  t h a t  we ’r e 
excited about is that 
we’re all going to be 
in a central location,” 
said Marjorie Duffi e, 
Public Relations and 
Marketing Director 
for SHS.
“I think, too, it ’s 
going make some of 
ou r  ser v ice s  more 
a c c e s s i b l e ,”  s a i d 
Duff ie, referring to 
C a mpu s  Wel l ne s s 
s e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s 
st ress management 
con s u lt a t ion s  a nd 
exercise consultations.
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o 
u n i f y i n g  S H S ’ s 
s e r v i c e s ,  t he  ne w 
hea lt h  center  w i l l 
o f f e r  s e ve r a l  ne w 
facil it ies, including 
a new eye clinic and 
opt ical shop, a ful l 
S t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
members came together 
Wednesday mor n ing 
in the Russel l House 
Ballroom to recognize 
e v e r y d a y  h e r o e s  a t 
t h e  e i g h t h  a n n u a l 
S t a n d  Up  C a r o l i n a 
Hero Awards banquet. 
Gue s t s  snac k i ng  on 
a  c o m p l e m e n t a r y 
breakfast of parfaits and 
bagels l istened to the 
stories of the honored 
st udent s  and facu lt y 
members who have made 
impacts on the lives of 
others. 
The event is held by 
the Stand Up Carolina 
initiative which is part 
Early next week, people from around the 
country will f lock to Augusta, Georgia, 
for the annual Masters Tournament. The 
golf tournament doesn’t just attract ticket 
holders, though — many USC students 
will also be attending to work the event.
Every year, USC sends several hundred 
students to the Masters to work in a 
variety of jobs from food service to guest 
relations to retail. These students gain 
valuable service industry experience at a 
major national sporting event.
The students typically come from the 
School of Hospitality, Retail and Sport 
Management, but the tournament has a lot 
to offer students of other majors as well.
Second-year GSCOM student Jon Wall 
has been working in food service at the 
Masters since high school. Wall says that 
his business school classes helped prepare 
him for the professional environment of 
the tournament.
“The professional communication and 
management classes I’ve taken, I believe, 
have helped me in order to talk more 
professional with people that come in the 
restaurant and with my managers,” Wall 
said. 
Some students even further removed 
f rom hospital it y-related majors are 
working internships with the Masters to 
help further their careers. Second-year 
print journalism student Matt Marzulla, 
who works for the sports section of The 
Daily Gamecock, said he hopes to learn 
from the media organizations at the event 
MASTERS
Tournament brings 
opportunities for students 
Student wins USC Outstanding Woman of the 
Year for work with multicultural programs
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Kimberly Medina (middle) accepets the title of the 2017 USC Woman of the Year.
Carly Setzer / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Kimberly Medina was named 
Outstand ing Woman of t he 
Year over four other fi nalists on 
March 29. 
Medina described the feeling 
of winning as one of disbelief.
“It’s an honor to be described 
in conjunct ion with all these 
women,” she said. “I can’t really 
believe that I was chosen of the 
fi ve.” 
Medina, a fourth-year political 
science and international studies 
st udent f rom Myrt le Beach, 
S ou t h  C a r o l i n a ,  h a s  b e e n 
ver y inf luent ia l in the USC 
community over the past few 
years. She has done work with 
the Multicultural Assistant Peer 
Program, a program designed 
to assist fi rst-year multicultural 
students in their transition to the 
University of South Carolina. 
Along with this, she served at 
the Good Samaritan Cl in ic, 
wh ich  prov ide s  dent a l  a nd 
medical help, as well as health 
education services for the latino 
community in both Columbia 
and West Columbia. She also 
worked as a legal service assistant 
for both the Mil Mujeres Legal 
Services in Washington, D.C., a 
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I hereby notify the 
European Council in 
accordance with Article 
50(2) of the Treaty on 
European Union of 
the United Kingdom’s 
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— U.K. Prime Minister Theresa May in a Wednesday letter to European Council President Donald Tusk 
— Computer information 
systems student Ryan 
Chisolm to The State on 
a Mar. 19 assault outside 
Pour House that left him 
with a broken jaw
— Dawn Staley after Monday’s Elite Eight win over Florida State 
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
“Out of 
nowhere, I 





woke up … 
I couldn’t 
even talk.”
“To our men’s team ... 
we’re coming to join you.” 



























D E B I T
foundersfcu.com • 1-800-845-1614
GET YOUR USC DEBIT CARD TODAY!
VISIT OUR NEW OFFICE LOCATED AT
THE COMMONS AT BULLSTREET
(NEXT TO SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS PARK)
FOLLOW US: @FOUNDERSFCU
STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF  
OF USC, YOU CAN JOIN!  
Visit RelaxJoinFounders.com or one of 
our Columbia offices today to complete 
the application process and see what 
Founders membership can do for you!
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Church of Christ
On-Campus Worship each Sunday 
night at 7:00 in Russell House 303.
You’re invited!
Campus Ministry
(803) 256-0557         cyclecenter.com
We congratulate 
USC’s men’s and 
women’s basketball 
teams for earning 
spots in the Final 
Four. Keep on 
pedaling.
firm which provides legal services 
and community education to low-
income Hispanic immigrants, and 
South Carolina legal services.
“I see the value of living beyond 
the shadows. Having legal status 
opens many doors,” Medina said. 
“With it comes the opportunity 
to drive and work legally and most 
importantly, the opportunity to 
l ive without the fear and threat 
of deportation. For many women 
gaining legal status is what propels 
them to leave abusive relationships, 
seek helps and more forward with 
their lives.” 
This award has been given out 
since 1991, and is held specifically 
for female USC students who hold 
a 3.0 GPA or higher, with 60 credit 
hours or more with the university, as 
well as being actively involved with 
bettering the community.
“It’s basically essentially important 
to acknowledge our women leaders 
at Carolina because they are so 
important in acknowledging and 
empowering other women, so it’s a 
celebration of females as a whole,” 
said Chelsea Johansson, the event 
organizer and a higher education 
and student affairs masters student. 
“Our goal is to celebrate them as a 
cohort and as collection of achieving 
women versus one over the other, 
because frankly, when one woman 
wins, we all win,” 
Medina spoke on the importance 
of having her family there to witness 
her acceptance of her award, and 
called attention to the sacrifi ces they 
made and support they provided 
along the way.
Her plans for the future are to 
go into law school and eventually 
become an immigration attorney. 
“Just kind of goes to show that 
there really is no barriers to what 
you can do. I think, sometimes being 
... a person of color there are certain 
expectations about what we can do,” 
Medina said, “but I hope this serves 
as an example to the young women 
coming behind me that do look like 
me or can identify with me in some 
sort of way that they too are capable 
of doing a lot.”
rehab gym for physical therapy and 
a modern demonstration kitchen, 
which will allow SHS to offer more 
cooking classes.
Student cooking classes are “really 
aimed at teaching students proper 
nutrit ion and the sk ills that are 
needed to make their own meal,” 
said Jackie Knight, assistant director 
of Healthy Carolina Initiatives. 
“We’re really excited to actually 
meet the demand that we’re seeing 
for those classes,” Knight said. 
The new health center will also 
allow SHS to focus on their Patient 
Centered Medical Home model, 
wh ich w i l l  prov ide consistent , 
comprehensive care that considers 
all aspects of health and wellness.
“What it means for students is 
they’re able to build relationships 
with their providers through the 
use of care teams,” Duff ie said. 
“We’re looking at all the needs of 
the student, not just what’s brought 
them into the offi ce.” 
St udents have a lso expressed 
excitement about the opening of 
the new health center and many are 
hoping that other students will use 
more of SHS’s services.
“Take advantage of the services, 
especially since they’re all in one 
building,” said Cydny Meeks, a 
fi rst-year public health student. She 
added that the costs for many of the 
services are included in tuition. 
SHS served 17,892 pat ients in 
2015-16, but they are hoping to 
increase student traffic with their 
new complex. Duffie encouraged 
students to visit the new facility 
regardless of their current state of 
health.
“Come take part in all the services 
that we offer,” she said. “We offer so 
much more than just a doctor’s offi ce 
visit when you’re sick.” 
The const ruct ion of the new 
health center wil l also incluåde 
renovations to the primary student 
health building, Thomson Student 
Health Center. The two buildings 
will be connected by walkways and 
will combine to form a 100,000 
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A New Take on Class
You’ve never seen student housing with amenities like this.
School happens in the classroom. Life happens here. With over 16,000 square feet
of world-class amenities, from the Rooftop Pool to the rejuvenating Resident Spa,
Hub At Columbia takes student housing to a whole new level.




Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Phone: 803-369-8274
Fax: 888-748-0990
• Rooftop and Indoor Hot Tubs
• Outdoor Fire Pit
• Sand Volleyball Court
• Luxury Living Facilities
• Custom Made Furnishings
• Virtual Golf Simulation
• 2 Tanning Salons
• State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
• Indoor Arcade Area
• Columbia’s Only Rooftop Pool
• Sauna and Steam Room
• 20 Ft. Outdoor LED TV Screen
NOW LEASING
RESERVE YOUR NEW APARTMENT 
FOR 2017-2018 TODAY!
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Get our headlines
in your inbox daily!
Go to dailygamecock.com
and click on subscribe to sign up!
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-MAIL NEWSLETTER
of the Sexual Assault and Violence 
I nt e r ve nt io n  a nd  P re ve nt io n 
program at the Student Health 
Center. The initiative encourages 
Carol in ians to be accou ntable 
by s t a nder s  by  bei ng  awa re  of 
situations and willing to help when 
something seems wrong.
The program is currently led by 
Shannon Nix, the associate director 
of SAVIP.
“Our bystanders overall focus 
is  not just about interpersonal 
v iolence,” Nix said of Stand Up 
Carolina. “It’s about mental health, 
it ’s  about LGBT, t ransphobia , 
homophobia, xenophobia. We try to 
cover all of that.”
Third-year elementary education 
s t u d e n t  M i n d a  H u n t e r  w a s 
nominated as a hero for the support 
she has shown to others as a Resident 
Mentor. Although Hunter didn’t 
know about the program until she 
was nominated for the hero award 
she st ated t hat  she has a lways 
believed in being aware of situations.
“It’s just when you see something 
that’s not supposed to be right, you 
fi x it or you help out whoever is in 
that situation,” Hunter said of what 
being an accountable bystander 
means to her.
Another student nominee, Mary 
Copeland Cain, was very familiar 
w i t h  t he  S t a nd  Up  C a r o l i n a 
Init iat ive. Cain was nominated 
alongside Lindsay Bratun their 
work with the It’s on Us campaign 
through USC’s Student Government 
which encourages students to be 
active bystanders of sexual assault. 
The program focuses largely on 
educating students about the signs 
of sexual assault.
“It’s pairing what it looks like and 
then how to do something and then 
having the confi dence to do all of it,” 
Cain said of learning to be an active 
bystander.
In addition to the annual Hero 
Awards, Stand Up Carolina educates 
students through presentat ions 
to  U101 c la s se s .  Pre sent at ion 
facilitators train for a total of 12 
hours in basic psychology and USC 
resources.
Nix says that the current plan 
is to expand the program to give 
presentations to more groups and 
to hold more events. During the 
ceremony, Nix announced that 
Jennifer Taylor will start April 10 as 
the fi rst Stand Up Carolina program 
coordinator. Taylor will work to 
increase the impact of the program 
on campus.
“We’ve just not been able to 
launch it like we wanted because 
we’ve just been consistently short-
staffed, so part of Jennifer’s job is to 
recruit facilitators, train facilitators, 
do qua l it y assurance w it h our 
facilitators,” Nix said.
Srat Nap, March 22, 9:18 p.m.
One ind iv idua l  at tempted to 
skip the formal rush process and 
instead initiate himself into Alpha 
Chi Omega when he was found 
sleeping on their porch. A girl woke 
him up and asked him to leave, 
but he refused. Luckily, or maybe 
not depending on the reason for 
his admittance, he had a hospital 
bracelet that identif ied him with 
his name and birth. The girls are 
expected to err on the side of caution 
and keep their cooler painting and 
canvas decorat ing indoors for a 
while.
Holt’s rocker MIA, March 26, 9:30 
a.m.
The Associate Director of Fraternity 
and Sorority Life Jarod Holt reported 
the theft of his rocking chair from 
his front porch on Bull Street. He 
described it as an “unfi nished wood[,] 
cracker barrel styled chair with a red 
seat cushion” worth $200 and let’s 
be real, that does sound like a pretty 
tempting steal.
Freight hopping over bar hopping, 
March 26, 11:39 p.m.
One man thought he was in a scene 
from the Polar Express late Sunday 
night when the conductor of a train 
moving near the Greek Village bus 
stop saw him riding on top of one of 
the railroad cars. He helped the man 
get down because he was unable to 
do so by himself. The individual had 
severely slurred speech and emitted 
the smell of alcohol. He did admit to 
being on top of the train, but he also 
said he was calling his dad to pick him 
up. The man better hurry before his 
son gets antsy and hops another train.
Flight over Fight when drunk, 
March 27, 2:10 a.m.
Police stopped two boys, one helping 
the other one walk. At the officer’s 
approach, one told the other to “run, 
run, run” and he left the scene. Police 
told the other to stop and he acted like 
he was walking toward the cop car 
and then attempted to pull a fast one 
and book it towards Cliff Apartments. 
However, his drunkenness became 
evident as he lost his footing and fell 
while running downhill.
Secure the bag (and vomit into it), 
March 27, 3:24 a.m.
One student was found in his dorm 
room in McBryde lying in bed next to 
vomit on his fl oor. He had three large 
cans of Budweiser on his desk, but he 
advised cops that he was “just trying to 
celebrate the Final Four.”
Harold and Kumar wannabe goes 
to Cookout, March 28, 2:02 a.m.
An individual stopped at nothing 
for a late-night Cookout tray Tuesday. 
He attempted to jump a concrete and 
metal fence in order to get to the fast 
food restaurant as police watched 
him faceplant instead. He was clearly 
disheveled and told them he had had a 
decent amount of beer, but that could 
be true for just about anyone at 2 a.m. 
at Cookout.
The blotter comes from police reports released by the USC Division of Law 




and make professional connections.
“It’s one of the best opportunities 
you’re going to have if you get it 
because, even if you’re not in the 
business school or anything like that, 
like I’m a journalism student and the 
fact that it’s on my resume, that’s 
unbelievable,” Marzulla said. 
Wa l l  a l s o  not e d  t he  u n iq ue 
opportunity for networking that the 
Masters provides for students.
“I plan to continue to keep working 
there and then possibly just get some 
connections and see where that takes 
me,” Wall said.  
Working the Masters also has its 
challenges. Students frequently work 
from the early hours of the morning 
until late at night. But the frenetic 
environment teaches students a lot 
about working hard and developing a 
strong work ethic.
“The most talked about thing that 
everyone says is the most challenging 
is the hours because you’re going to 
be working 15 hours a day,” Marzulla 
said. “I have to keep a positive attitude, 
keep the patrons happy the whole time, 
not let anything bother me. So I think, 
for myself, it’s going to be such a huge 
obstacle.” 
Despite  t he long hours ,  USC 
students come out of the Masters 
with great working and professional 
experience that Marzulla says is worth 
the challenge. 
“I can’t wait to give myself a pat on 
the back and just be like, wow that was 
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Performer: Audria Byrd
Q u e e n :  T e Q u i ’ l a 
Mockingbird
Last  semester,  Audr ia 
By rd  wa s  c row ned  M s . 
Gaymecock at the annual 
amateur drag performance 
h o s t e d  b y  I n d i v i d u a l s 
Respecting Identit ies and 
Sexualities. The main prize 
for the winners of Mr. and 
Ms.  G ay mecock was  a n 
inv itat ion to perform in 
Birdcage,  a  formal drag 
show, among a group of 
professional drag queens in 
the spring.
Byrd is a student leader 
at USC. She is a member 
of  I R IS ,  FemCo a nd i s 
involved with the Off ice 
of Mult icultural Student 
Affairs. For the past two 
yea r s ,  she  h a s  been  a n 
LGBTQ peer advocate and 
is a discussion leader for the 
group “Being an LGBTQ 
Per son  of  Color.”  A s  a 
LGBTQ peer leader, she 
gives information sessions 
to University101 courses, 
sorority chapters and women 
and gender studies courses. 
She attended the National 
Young Feminist Leadership 
Conference last weekend 
with FemCo in Washington, 
D.C. At the event, she spoke 
on a panel and led a caucus 
space. 
“I got to inject a lot of 
my experiences as a black, 
t r a n s  wom a n  i nto  t h at 
space, which was generally 
pretty white, cis and hetero-
centric,” Byrd said.
Byrd, a fourth-year media 
arts and African American 
history student, is also a 
transgender woman. She is 
passionate about correcting 
the lack diversity in mass 
media today.
“I really like being able 
to make my own media. 
Something I’ve gotten really 
into throughout my t ime 
in college and growing up 
is recognizing how messed 
up and few and far between 
media representat ion of 
minority groups are,” she 
said.
B y r d  g r e w  u p  i n 
Greenville, South Carolina, 
and started performing at an 
early age.
“I was a very shy kid, but 
then I would get on stage and 
be totally comfortable,” Byrd 
said. Her performance debut 
was in an elementary school 
play. She eventually became 
involved with community 
theatre, and as she entered 
high school started working 
with a talent agent.
She noted the impact that 
performance has had on her 
life. 
“It has brought me out 
of  mysel f .  It  has helped 
contribute to my confi dence, 
b e c a u s e  p e r f o r m a n c e 
and publ ic speak ing and 
i nt e r ac t i n g  w it h  o t her 
people is a part of life, and 
there’s no way around that,” 
Byrd said.
She addressed the fact 
t h a t  d r a g  c u l t u r e  c a n 
sometimes be misogynistic 
or t ransphobic,  but a lso 
a c k nowle dg e d  t h a t  f o r 
some, drag is a safe outlet to 
express their gender identity. 
“Since coming out as trans, 
this has been an interesting 
and a little bit contentious 
way to express my gender 
ident it y  a nd to  ex pre s s 
gender nonconformity,” she 
said. Byrd also addressed 
that although Birdcage is 
a dynamic and fun event, 
but it could be improved 
through LGBTQ education.
S h e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n 
transgender women and drag 
queens, and commented on 
the occasional problematic 
u nder tones  t hat  ca n be 
present in drag culture. 
“I recognize that there 
is a lot of the heterosexual, 
cis gaze involved in drag 
performances, in ‘RuPaul’s 
Drag Race’ and the Lady 
Gaga halftime performance. 
I can’t confidently say that 
those people are going to 
walk any more accept ing 
Jenna Schiferl
@JENNASCHIF
As the Gamecocks secured their 
spot in the Final Four, many avid fans 
began making travel plans to watch the 
monumental game in real life. Whether 
you booked a pricey plane ticket or decided 
to road-trip 30 hours from Columbia, 
there’s a once in a lifetime experience 
ahead of you. While most of your time 
out West will be spent cheering on the 
Gamecocks, here are some places to check 





Earlier this month, 19-year-old El Paso native Khalid Robinson 
released his debut studio album, t it led “American Teen.” 
Robinson, who is better known by his mononym Khalid, is an 
up and coming artist that effortlessly blends the divide between a 
singer-songwriter and an R&B musician. A year ago Khalid was a 
high school senior, unsigned to any label and uploading songs to 
SoundCloud. Since its release on March 3, “American Teen” has 
climbed the U.S. pop music charts, and on March 25 reached the 




Birdcage Performer Profile: TeQui’la Mockingbird
SEEBIRDCAGEPAGE11
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New Music: Khalid Robinson debut album
When in Phoenix...
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In partnership with the 
History Center, Stanley 
Nelson Jr. will discuss his 
life work, screen a clip 
from his new fi lm and talk 
with audience members 
on Friday night.
“This is a wonderful 
oppor t un it y to spend 
a n  e v e n i n g  w i t h 
o n e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’s 
lead ing docu mentar y 
f i lm makers ,”  Dr.  Pat 
Sullivan, director of the 
history center and event 
director, said. Nelson’s 
work  do c u ment s  t he 
Black Panther Movement 
to Freedom Riders and 
even Jonestown, but his 
latest film, “Tell Them 
We Are Rising,” explores 
the history and future of 
historical black colleges 
and universities.
“ T h e  Un i v e r s i t y ’s 
Moving Image Research 
C ol le c t ion  h a s  b een 
an important archival 
source of news footage 
for Nelson’s new film,” 
S u l l i v a n  s a i d .  T h e 
foot age  u sed  heav i ly 
features students from 
nearby Benedict College 
and A l len Universit y 
— whose students were 
active in the Columbia 
Civil Rights Movement.
T he  sc reen i ng  a nd 
fol low i ng Q& A ends 
N e l s o n ’s  w e e k- l o n g 
tenure as visiting artist 
at the School of Visual 
Art and Design, where he 
worked closely with film 
and media arts professor 
Laura Kissel on research 
for his upcoming fi lm.
N e l s o n  i s  a l s o  i n 
town for the Media and 
Civ i l  R ight s  H istor y 
Sy mposium, wh ich i s 
sponsored by the School 
of Journalism and Mass 
Communicat ions. The 
symposium has hosted 
a  semester-long f i l m 
series highlight ing al l 
o f  Ne l s o n’s  a c t i v i s t 
documentaries at The 
Nick, and Nelson will 
conclude the series with a 
screening of his new fi lm 
Thursday night.
“ T he  [f i l m]  s e r i e s 
has fostered important 











ITÊS DOWN TO FOUR!
CONGRATS, GAMECOCKS!
hghosp.com
Based on a recommendation from 
a friend that the hummus is “the 
best,” I decided to check out one of 
those unnoticed places across the 
street from the Honors residence 
hall at 629 Main Street. Sahara on 
Main defi nitely did not disappoint, 
hummus or otherwise.
Sahara on Main is a little hole-
in-the-wall spot within walk ing 
distance of the Horseshoe that 
gives Columbia an authentic taste 
of Mediterranean food. The menu 
of fers a wide variety of food — 
everything from salads, kabobs and 
wraps, to pizza, pasta and burgers.
The atmosphere is very chil l, 
and the decorations are really cute. 
With a carpet on the wal l  and 
colorful lamps, it had a sl ight ly 
Middle Eastern vibe. They have 
an abundance of seating, although 
there were only three or four parties 
sit t ing around. The menus and 
tables weren’t the cleanest, but once 
you get the food, you forget you 
were ever worried about that.
The service is fast and the food 
is tasty. Arriving before 6 p.m. on 
a Tuesday night, my fr iend and 
I placed our orders and received 
our food in less than 10 minutes. 
Our waitress double checked our 
orders and kept our drinks full. We 
ordered the hummus appetizer, a 
lamb shawarma on pita bread and a 
lamb gyro to split between the two 
of us. The house-made hummus 
came with house-made pita bread, 
and It was, in fact, the best. The two 
entrees tasted fresh and had a lot 
of wonderful spiced Mediterranean 
fl avor. Paying for the hummus and 
the shawarma, the total was $15.43 
before tax and tip.
It’s a litt le on the pricier side, 
especially after tipping your server 
(which you defi nitely should because 
the service was awesome). Although 
they do have a carry out option if 
you don’t want to dine in. I wouldn’t 
recommend you go here every day if 
you want to keep your bank account 
happy.
Their hours are 11 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m. and if you’re in need of lunch or 
dinner that isn’t from Russel House, 
I would definitely recommend you 
visit Sahara on Main, but only if you 
get the hummus, or perhaps only to 
get the hummus. Either way, Sahara 
on main does a good job of making 
authentic Mediterranean food that 
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Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution
My friend had  
too much  
to drink, 
so I suggested  
we get  
something to eat  
instead of 
going to the 
next bar.
CONGRATULATIONS TO 
MEN’S & WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
FOR MAKING IT TO











Food is an essential part of traveling 
to new cit ies. For breakfast, check 
out Matt’s Big Breakfast located in 
downtown Phoenix on North First 
Street. The restaurant was featured on 
Food Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and 
Dives with Guy Fieri and his favorite 
item on the menu is the Chop & Chick. 
If you’re looking for cheap eats, Mucha 
Lucha Taco Shop serves tacos, nachos 
and burritos, each for under $10. The 
fast, casual restaurant makes for an easy 
pre-game meal, plus it’s only a short 
drive to the stadium. Don’t forget to visit 
a famed In-N-Out Burger before coming 
back to Columbia, since the burger chain 
can only be found out West.
Entertainment-wise, the March 
Madness Music Fest ival is Friday 
through Sunday and is free to the public. 
Headliners include The Chainsmokers, 
Aerosmith, Blink-182, Keith Urban, 
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis and many 
more who will be performing over the 
course of the weekend. Check out the 
schedule on the March Madness Music 
Festival website for the specific times 
and the full list of artists. Make sure to 
arrive at Margaret T. Hance Park early 
to claim the best viewing spot.
Spend some time enjoying the parts 
of Phoenix that make the city unique. 
The Roosevelt Row Arts District, also 
known as RoRo, includes murals created 
by local artists in the heart of downtown 
Phoenix. Look carefully because some 
of the wall art is harder to spot than the 
more obvious pieces. For the foodies and 
shoppers, Roosevelt Row also has a wide 
variety of restaurants and boutiques that 
cannot be found elsewhere.
Another way to explore the state 
is to take a few hours to soak up the 
Arizona sun. Camelback Mountain is 
about a 30-minute drive from downtown 
Phoenix. The peak of the mountain has 
the most visitation in the spring months, 
so the view of Arizona will be at its 
prime. Be prepared to go early because 
the parking lot closes once it’s full.
The number one travel tip is to wear 
garnet and black at all times and to yell 
“Go Cocks” in all public places. For 
those of you lucky enough to watch 
the Gamecocks take on Gonzaga in 
Phoenix, all of us in Columbia will be 
living vicariously through you.
PHOENIXPAGE7 NELSONPAGE7
dialogues that bridged the ‘town/
gow n’  d iv ide ,  wh ich  seemed 
especially important in the current 
political environment,” Sullivan 
said. And while the f ilm series 
has focused on strengthening the 
relationship between the university 
and Columbia residents, the event 
Friday is aimed at educating and 
inspiring students and faculty.
“[Nelson] has done more than 
any other fi lmmaker to illuminate 
the people and events that comprise 
the movement for racial justice 
that took root in the South and 
transformed the country, providing 
a fresh opportunity to discuss that 
history and what it means today,” 
Sullivan said.
The conversat ion could not 
have come at a better time. 2017 
mark s  t he  151st  a n n iver sa r y 
of  Reconst r uct ion,  a  t ime of 
freedom for African Americans 
before decades of Jim Crow and 
segregation.
“Recon s t r uc t ion  i s  a  t i me 
in this country where there was 
a vision of equality for black and 
white people,” Nelson said in an 
interview with Margaret Dinette, 
a  u n iver s it y  publ ic  relat ions 
representative.“People have turned 
it around as a negative, when it’s 
a t ime of posit ive progress in 
history. At this point, it’s important 
to remember where we’ve been in 
order to plan for where we’re going 
in the future.”
“Tell Them We Are Rising” 
sheds l ight on t he h istor y of 
historically black colleges and 
universit ies, which f lourished 
during Reconstruction, but also 
focuses on their future.
“I think as the higher education 
landscape has changed so have 
H BCUs and t hei r  m is s ions ,” 
Nelson said. “You have several 
that announced they’re starting 
to partner with tech companies to 
open new programs and campuses.”
The event, which begins at 7 p.m. 
and is free, will be held in Booker T. 
Washington Auditorium.
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Apply to lead the university's 
award-winning student news 
organization, The Daily 
Gamecock, during the Summer 
2017 and/or Fall 2017 term.
Apply to lead the university's 
student-run radio station news 
organization, WUSC-FM, for the 
2017-2018 academic year.
Apply to lead the university's 
award-winning quarterly 
magazine, Garnet & Black, for the 
2017-2018 academic year.
MUSICPAGE7
Courtesy of RCA Records
Khalid is now signed 
t o  RC A  R e c ord s ,  a 
label that has notably 
partnered with many 
“big name” pop artists 
i n c l u d i n g  J u s t i n 
T i m b e r l a k e ,  M i l e y 
Cyrus, Chris Brown and 
Pitbull, among others.
K h a l i d ’ s  s m o o t h 
synth-pop melodies give 
his music a distinctive, 
yet incredibly catchy 
sound that complements 
the upbeat bass l ines 
present in most of the 
tracks on the album. His 
rich and soulful vocals 
are character ist ic of 
crooner contemporaries 
such as Leon Bridges 
and Allen Stone. This 
st yle adds depth and 
maturity to his music 
and seems to echo that of 
R&B classics. So much 
so that Khalid’s lyrics 
are the sole indication 
that Khalid is a teenager.
“A m e r i c a n  Te e n” 
c h r o n i c l e s  t h e 
highlights and pitfalls 
of high-school life and 
adolescence. Youth and 
vitality are reoccurring 
t he me s  t h r ou g hout 
Khalid’s music, certainly 
el ic it ing feel ings  of 
nostalgia for those who 
re late  to  m i l len n ia l 
culture.
As the title suggests, 
“8TEEN” is  an ode 
to being 18 years old. 
In the chorus, Khalid 
states, “I’ve never fell 
in love / I saved those 
feelings for you / So let’s 
do all the stupid shit that 
young kids do.” Khalid’s 
top single “Location” 
skyrocketed after Kylie 
Jenner featured a clip 
of it on her Snapchat 
story last May. In this 
song he pleads with a 
love interest to send him 
her location in order to 
meet up. These types 
of lyrics are present in 
a lot of Khalid’s music; 
a nd ,  a l t hou gh  t he y 
occasional ly d ist ract 
from the music itself, 
they paint a warm and 
r o m a nt i c  i m a g e  o f 
youth.
“Fal l ing in love in 
high school and falling 
out of love – it’s very 
d ig ita l ,” K hal id told 
Rol l ing Stone.  “I ’ve 
had break ups where 
they ’ve ca l led me to 
tell me we were done, 
and I’ve gotten a lot of 
text messages from an 
old girlfriend letting me 
know how she felt about 
me after we had ended 
everything.”
O ver a l l ,  K h a l id ’s 
album is worth a listen. 
It ’s  f u l l  of potent ia l 
summer anthems, and it 
balances R&B, pop and 
indie music well, without 
b e i n g  o v e r b e a r i n g. 
Although he’s new to the 
music scene, Khalid is 
certainly going places. 
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TO THE MEN’S & WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAMS on making it to the 4th round!
Barefoot is rooting for you!
7 0 0  L I N C O L N  S T  # 1 0 0
grab your limited edition
destination tees in-store!
( A C R O S S  F R O M  C O L O N I A L  L I F E  A R E N A )












or understanding of the LGBTQ 
community,” Byrd said. “But I also 
recognize that drag and that music 
is a very important part of LGBTQ+ 
culture, and it is a very important 
way to express ourselves and stand 
up against cis, hetero norms of 
society.”
Byrd became exposed to drag 
culture as soon as she got to USC. 
It had always piqued her interest, but 
she had never formally performed 
in drag unt il last fal l. TeQui’la 
Mockingbird, Byrd’s on-stage drag 
persona, was self-characterized as 
very confi dent and cocky. 
“When I’m about to go on stage 
to perform for theatre, a lot of what 
helps combat any nervousness or 
anxiety that I feel is that I am not 
going on stage as myself, but as a 
character. And so drag is just another 
character,” Byrd said.
Regarding TeQui’la’s appearance, 
Byrd mentioned her reluctance to 
perform with long, straight hair. 
“Something that I like to do in my 
daily life and in my appearance and 
in my performance is to affi rm and 
celebrate my blackness, my ethnic 
identity. This is another small way 
to do that,” she said.
A host of local drag queens will 
per form at  Bi rdcage,  w it h t he 
headliner Manila Luzon, who was 
featured on the third season of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race. You can see 
Byrd perform at USC’s 20th annual 
Birdcage on April 4 in the Russell 
House Ballroom at 7 p.m. 
BIRDCAGEPAGE7
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NEW PROSPECTS ONLY
LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Exposed brick/wood beam 
ceilings 
Sun and fun at the pool deck
Resident TV lounge with games 
State-of-the-art fitness center 
Patio & private balconies 
available 
TAKE A TOUR AT
PALMETTO COMPRESS
from 3/20-3/31 and receive a Village Idiot gift card 
for a complimentary large pizza!
DON’T BE AN
PALMETTOCOMPRESS.COM
1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments Available for Fall 2017 
SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705   |   leasing@palmettocompress.com
The Apartments at Palmetto Compress
612 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29201
 The Best of Carolina Just Got Better!  
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 300 words. Students 
must include their full name, major 
and year. Faculty and staff must 
include their full name, position and 
department. Community members 
must include their full name and 
appl icable job t i t le.  Ver i f iable 
statements of fact must include at 
least one source; if we cannot verify 
a statement of fact, your letter will 
not be published until the writer 
implements necessary changes or 
provides reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com




To the rel ief of many, myself 
included, the American Healthcare 
Act failed to receive the required 
support in order for Speaker Paul 
Ryan to bring the bill to a vote. As 
my fellow columnist Linden Atelsek 
pointed out in her column, the 
failure of GOP leadership to get the 
required vote came from an in-party 
revolt by the Republicans, led by the 
Freedom Caucus. This being the fi rst 
time many Americans have heard of 
this group, many of us are asking 
the questions: Who exactly are the 
Freedom Caucus? And what do they 
stand for?
Notable members of the Freedom 
Caucus are Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY), 
Rep. Just in A mash (R-MI ) and 
Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY) who 
were the most outspoken against 
the president’s plan to repeal and 
replace the Affordable Care Act 
— or Obamacare. But why exactly 
did these men oppose a piece of 
legislation that was sponsored by 
their own party?
To start, all three of these men 
and most of the Freedom Caucus 
al ign more with the Libertarian 
Party’s values than the Republican 
Party’s. They have an emphasis on 
small government, which is why they 
opposed the Obamacare bill, and, 
more importantly, why they couldn’t 
stand by Trumpcare as a sustainable 
replacement. Furthermore, they have 
a mindset to place principles before 
party.
This has already proven costly 
to the administ rat ion and GOP 
leadership with the failure of the 
American Healthcare Act. But it 
seems that instead of addressing the 
concerns of its constituents, the GOP 
has resorted to the same bully-like 
tactics that placed President Trump 
in the White House. Following the 
failure of the bill, President Trump 
took to his favorite outlet: Twitter. 
The president stated: “Freedom 
Caucus was able to snatch defeat 
from the jaws of victory.”
T he pre s ident ’s  r u n-i n  w it h 
the Freedom Caucus and, more 
important ly, his response to the 
bill’s failure highlights the epitome 
of what is wrong with politics today. 
Instead of open debate, compromise 
and the ability to listen and respect 
the other side’s opinion — all staples 
of a successful democracy — the 
American people have tyranny and 
the attempt to force policies and 
legislation down our throats. 
The G OP est abl i sh ment  has 
declared war against the Freedom 
Caucus, resulting in Rep. Ted Poe 
(R-TX) stepping down from the 
caucus. And some political insiders 
hypothesize that he might not be 
the only casualty for the Freedom 
Caucus. However, it is important 
f o r  D e mo c r at s  a nd  mo der at e 
Republicans a l ike to stand with 
the Freedom Caucus. If either of 
these groups hope to keep President 
Trump in check during his term, 
they will need some help from the 
Republican Party since it controls 
both the House and the Senate. 
In reality, there are now two fates 
for the Freedom Caucus: It can 
be the body that helps to defy the 
questionable policies of President 
Trump in Congress, or, like anyone 
else who has defi ed Trump, it can be 
dismantled by the president and the 
GOP establishment. The support 
of average citizens is what will help 
determine its fate.
One handwritten letter has set 
into motion world-changing events 
t hat  have  been mont hs  i n  t he 
making. The United Kingdom has 
invoked article 50, an exit strategy 
for countries to leave the European 
Un ion.  Now, t he cou nt r y  w i l l 
have two years to negotiate trade 
deals with the continent. The same 
populist movement that gave rise to 
Brexit resulted in Americans electing 
Donald Trump to the presidency. 
However, the result of that election 
may only be an example of the apple 
falling close to the tree. 
Fears that populist governments 
would spring up throughout Europe 
signaling an end of the European 
Union have begun to be allayed. 
Geert Wilders in the Netherlands 
lost ground on his more traditional 
political opponent as the status quo 
appears to be regaining traction in 
Europe.
It  i s  a  subt le  rem i nder  t hat 
populism, even though it has the 
p ot e nt i a l  t o  d r a s t i c a l l y  a l t e r 
countries, is also temporary. The 
election of one populist official in 
one country does not signal the 
doom of a traditional politician in 
another. The same can be said of 
Trump in the United States. Just 
because the man was elected in this 
cycle, does not mean the movement 
will continue for years to come.
Politicians are meant to represent 
and listen to the will of the people. 
There are t imes when populism 
swells to the front of the American 
c on s c iou s .  P re s ide nt  A nd re w 
Jackson was one of such example of 
a president that represented the will 
of the common man. Donald Trump 
tapped into the anger and frustration 
of a base that felt as if they had been 
abandoned by the government. He 
spoke in ways that were different, 
and he spoke directly to his base in 
a way that no candidate had before. 
He promised to bring jobs back to 
America and to promote industry 
that stays on our shores.
His level of success at achieving 
these goals will be a good indicator of 
the future of American politics. If he 
brings back the jobs he said he would 
and makes America great again, then 
we very well may see candidates like 
Trump in the near future. But, if 
his presidency lags through his term 
with no major bills passed, the wall 
unbuilt and Obamacare still in place, 
Trump’s populism will wither away. 
It is up to both political parties to 
show that proper governance still 
exists.
I would like to say that you 
would have to be living under 
a  rock not  to  have not iced 
how drastically our climate is 
changing. But I can’t, because 
even things that live under rocks 
are being affected. Each year we 
break a new record for World’s 
Hottest Year, American islands 
are disappearing, and we are 
living in a mass extinction event 
greater than the one that killed 
the dinosaurs. Our situation is 
bleak, my fellow humans. I also 
would like to say that makes me 
sad, but honestly I’m rooting 
for whatever will kill us all the 
fastest, and climate change seems 
like a solid bet.
So in t h is  t ime of  globa l 
warming, heat crises and crop 
failure, how much should we 
priorit ize renewable fuel and 
l im it ing ca rbon em iss ions? 
Donald Trump seems to think 
the answer to that question is not 
at all. As Obama left offi ce, he left 
a decently strong environmental 
legacy behind him. Trump has 
already begun dismantling it, with 
the removal of the Clean Water 
rule several weeks ago, and now 
Trump is releasing an executive 
order that, among other things, 
releases all regulation on coal 
leasing, and mostly damningly, 
frees all federal offi cials from the 
burden of considering climate 
change when making decisions. 
Essentially, our government is 
putting blinders on, turning the 
air conditioner up and pretending 
everything is okay. Have you seen 
the meme of the cute dog sitting 
in a burning house, and he’s 
smiling even as his face melts? 
Yup. This is all fi ne.
This environmental platform 
of  Tr u mp’s  i s  no  su r pr i se . 
Conservatives are still swearing 
up and down that climate change 
is a hoax, even while they’re 
sweating on their way to work in 
February. Florida representatives 
are allegedly not allowed to say 
the words “climate change,” so I 
suppose they’re blaming all the 
new cases of heat stroke and the 
disappearing beachlines on those 
raging liberals. The director 
of the EPA, who has sued the 
EPA “at least 14 times”, seems 
to think his job is about creating 
jobs, instead of protecting the 
env i ron ment .  Th is  i s  what 
conservatives asked for: more jobs 
and no environmental protection 
regulations. The U.S. has to stay 
competitive in a world that is not 
slowing down, only speeding up 
in industry and consumption.
But let me present you with an 
extended metaphor. Say that you 
live in a house with your brother, 
your sister and a young child 
you’re all raising together. You all 
smoke cigarettes, and pretty soon 
the kid starts to cough. You take 
the kid to 100 doctors, and 97 of 
them say that if you keep smoking, 
your k id is going to choke to 
death in their own home. Now, 
your brother and sister don’t look 
like they’re quitting, but you still 
could. If you stopped smoking, 
there would be a third less smoke 
in your house, and maybe your 
kid would stop coughing so much.
The kid is the environment, 
we are not-so-slowly k i l l ing 
it, and if Trump is successful 
in rolling back all of Obama’s 
environmental protections, as 
well as some environmental laws 
set in place in the Nixon Green 
Politics era, our world is going 
to get a whole lot sicker. I hope 
you all enjoy sweating, coughing 
and starving. And if you voted for 
Trump, then you’re not allowed 
to complain. You asked for this.
Freedom Caucus acts as 
important opposition to Trump
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PHD • JORGE CHAMHOROSCOPES
ACROSS
1 “Yeah, sure!”
6 Some CPAs and 
MBAs
10 __ bean
14 What choir 
members have to 
carry








21 Stat for which 
is the single-
season record










39 What the groups 









47 What “two” 








62 Use the escalator, 
about half the 
time
63 Plant swelling




67 Old jet-set jets












7 Place for annual 
pledging
8 Chaplin of “Game 
of Thrones”
9 Balloon
10 Elite Eight 
survivors
11 War god




22 Savior of Scout 




29 End of a ball 
game?




33 Vet school subj.
co-star
35 Hinted-at hidden 
meanings
37 AFC East team
40 Sis or bro
41 Grade of 
excellence: Abbr.
46 Cab alternative






56 Some TV screens
57 They work better 
when they focus




















(803)764-2575 • 2706 Devine Street
Download our app!
HOUSING
4BR, 2 BA house for rent
4BR, 2BA hse for rent.  full 
kitchen, close to campus, 
private, includes W/D.  sec. 




PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
MAKE MONEY!
Top-rated sports camp needs 
fun loving counselors to teach 
all land, water & adventure 
sports. Great summer in 
Maine! Call (888) 844-8080; 
apply at www.campcedar.com
Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking 
dependable part time help. 
Must be able to work  some 
weekdays, weekends, and 
holidays. Apply in person with 
resume.
Dog Daze 1241 Veterans Road
695.0091
EMPLOYMENT
Part Time Greenhouse 
Employee
Part-time position open for 
greenhouse work. 20-25 hours 
per week. Must be able to 
withstand working outside, 
summer heat, and valid drivers 
license for deliveries. Please 
send resume to jarrettsjungle@
gmail.com or apply at location. 
1621 Sunset Blvd.







Ta k e  a c t io n  o n  a 
profitable opportunity 
f o r  l o n g - t e r m 
benef its (perhaps not 
immediately apparent). 
Extra assignments could 
delay fun or travel. Resist 
the urge to splurge.
Taurus
You’re more confi dent 
a n d  l e s s  p a t i e n t ; 
moderate your temper 
and your speed with 
t urns and obstacles . 
C h i l l  o u t  w h e n 
overheated.
Gemini
Keep a low prof ile. 
Slow to avoid cost ly 
m i s t a ke s .  Rech a rge 
bat t e r ie s  a nd  m a ke 
preparations. Strengthen 
the infrastructure that 
will support you when 
things get busy.
Cancer
A d v a n c e  a  t e a m 
project together. Come 
u p  w i t h  a  b a c k u p 
plan to work around 
breakdowns. Something 
un luck y has a s i lver 
lining. Collaborate for 
long-term benefi t.
Leo
Let go of old business, 
as a new professional 
opportunity requires 
your f u l l  at tent ion. 
Study the situation. Do 
the homework you’ve 
been avoiding.
Virgo
Plan your it inerary 
before  dash i ng of f . 
Rely on the experience 
of someone t rusted. 
Follow the rules and be 
obsessive with details. 
Use your own good 
judgment.
Libra
Money fl ows in, along 
with a possible career 
advance. Consider the 
long haul. Share advice 
and ideas. Allow your 
partner temporary veto 
power.
Scorpio
Support your partner 
and be supported. Your 
communicat ions are 
getting through. If you 
hit a roadblock, wait for 
obstacles to clear. Play 
a game together.
Sagittarius
Advance to the next 
level with your work, 
h e a l t h  o r  p h y s i c a l 
e f f o r t s .  A d a p t  f o r 
developing news. Listen 
to someone who’s been 
where you’re going.
Capricorn
Slow down and relax. 
Postpone t ravel, and 
enjoy the scenery. Let 
someone else manage 
t he  shop.  Roma nt ic 
action has your interest; 
focus on here and now.
Aquarius
Domest ic  projec t s 
have your at tent ion. 
Don’t spend impulsively. 
C h e c k  w i t h  f a m i l y 
b e fore  i nve s t i ng  i n 
something that may not 
be what they want. Use 
what you have.
Pisces
S h a r e  w i t h  y o u r 
networks. A beautiful 
moment arises through 
c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h 
someone. Phone home if 
you’re away. Confl icting 
o r d e r s  r e q u i r e 
clarif icat ion. Work it 
out.
APP
for iPhone and Android
our
@thegamecock
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Never miss a Gamecocks game day with an apartment juststeps away from the University of South Carolina’s stadium. Now  under new management, 21 Oaks features updated apartments,student-focused community features, and an unbeatable location.
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Don’t leave home without us!
DOWNLOAD THE DAILY GAMECOCK NEWSPAPER APP
Daily Gamecock 
And in that prediction, even Frank Martin may 
have undershot the importance that Chris Silva 
would eventually carry for this team.
In his sophomore season, Silva has seen statistical 
improvements in nearly every major statistical 
category. He saw his points per game nearly double, 
his rebounds per game increase by nearly one and a 
half, his free throw percentage increase by nearly 15 
percent and his fi eld goal percentage grow by just 
over fi ve percent. He recorded nearly 20 more blocks 
in his sophomore campaign, and played almost seven 
more minutes a game.
Yet, possibly the most showing stat of Silva’s 
importance to the Gamecocks is how they did when 
he wasn’t on the fl oor. This season for Silva, foul 
trouble has been a major issue that reviewed his 
importance. In games in which he fouled out this 
season, South Carolina was 3-7. In games that he 
didn’t, they were 23-3.
Prediction 2: “We’ve got some other guys 
there [at guard], as they continue to grow and 
get better [we] can continue to play PJ and Sin 
off the ball a little bit.”
In this comment, Martin didn’t quite specify who 
exactly these “other guys” were, and maybe at the 
time even he wasn’t positive, but its pretty clear in 
the emergence of Rakym Felder that he was right 
about the depth and the versatility his team.
Coming into the season, not many knew exactly 
what to make of the 5-foot 10-inch guard out of 
Brooklyn. In high school, he was labeled as a strong 
defender and finisher at the rim, but had been 
hampered by injury and suspension in the offseason.
Yet after his 15 point explosion against Duke in 
the Elite Eight that saw him go nine of 10 from the 
free throw line down the stretch to preserve his 
team’s victory, everyone in the country now knows 
just how gutsy this kid is.
And those guts have allowed Martin to play both 
Felder and Dozier together in the backcourt, even in 
the most important of games. It has taken pressure 
off Dozier, and allowed Thornwell and Dozier 
another playmaker to play beside them on the court.
Prediction 3: “I think [PJ Dozier’s] gonna have 
a really good year, I really do … he’s got star 
written all over him.”
With his most affi rmative statement of the press 
conference, Frank Martin let it be known exactly 
where he stood with all the questions swirling 
around the development and play of his point guard.
This was long before Dozier’s mid-season nine 
game stretch where he caught fi re while Sindarius 
Thornwell was forced to sit; months before his 21 
point explosion in the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament against Marquette.
Long before PJ Dozier was actually a star.
Now, Dozier’s name sits upon draft boards, and 
he has helped guide this team to the Final Four. 
His name is known 
among all who watch 
col lege basketbal l, 
and he is praised by 
Gamecock fans.
Yet it was Martin 
who, with absolute 
cer t it ude,  put  h is 
fa ith in PJ Dozier 
before the season.
Prediction 4: “I 
remember coming 
out and standing on 
the sideline, looking 
dow n t he  bench 
and say ing, ‘How 
the heck am I on 
the sideline against 
Mike Krzyzewski?’”
A litt le over half 
way  t h rough t h i s 
pre s s  con ference , 
Martin was asked just 
how he thought his 
team would react to playing the blue bloods of 
college basketball in venues such as Madison Square 
Garden. He laughed and reminisced about his fi rst 
time.
Before the season, even Frank Martin could 
not predict that his team would actually end up in 
Madison Square Garden to play there an extra time 
or that his team would actually have to look across 
and see Coach K standing as their opposing coach.
Yet in this same preseason press conference, after 
laughing about his unfortunate fi rst time coaching 
against Coach K, Frank Martin said one profound 
line.
“That’s what its about.”
And after the Gamecocks season-defining win 
over none other than Coach K’s Blue Devils in this 
year’s NCAA Tournament, Frank Martin was once 
again correct with his prediction.
In the Bobcats, South Carolina was 
handed one of the hottest teams in 
the nation. Quinnipiac had already 
knocked off fi fth-seeded Marquette 
and fourth-seeded Miami. Against 
the Hurricanes, they had shot 58 
percent from three point range.
Yet  w it h  a  s t rong defens ive 
showing, South Carolina ended 
Quinnipiac’s Cinderella story with a 
100-58 victory.
And alas, South Carolina found 
themselves one win away f rom 
the Final Four with Florida State 
standing in their way.
Throughout the game against 
the Seminoles, South Carolina was 
challenged. Coach Staley spoke to 
this when she said, “We won despite 
turning the bal l  over. We won 
despite their runs.”
All-American A’ja Wilson also was 
hampered by foul trouble, yet still 
they found a way to win by sticking 
to their game plan.
“We exploited putting the ball 
on the f loor and challenging hem 
to stop us one-on-one,” Staley said. 
“That was the game plan, to attack 
their feet, and put them back on 
their heels.”
Kaela Davis was huge for South 
Carol ina as she epitomized the 
game plan of driving the ball to the 
basket. She scored 23 points on 10-
15 shooting from the fi eld and went 
3-4 from the free throw line.
“Since we’ve gone to a smaller 
lineup, it’s created more scoring 
oppor t un it ies  for K aela ,  more 
driving lanes for her to get to the 
basket and more opportunity for her 
to pull up, as well,” said Staley on 
Davis’ performance. “She’s seeing it 
and she’s hitting those holes like a 
running back.”
Somehow, some way, this South 
Carolina team fi nds themselves back 
in the Final Four. Despite losing a 
player averaging a double-double, 
hav ing the scare of potent ia l ly 
losing another key player, facing a 
Cinderella, and having their All-
American struggle, this team has 
made it to Dallas. And despite being 
on the opposite coast of the country 
when they made it to the Final Four, 
the feeling of happiness is starting 
to sink in.
“It just seems like everybody was 
kind of far away, and it almost, it 
took you back, because you’re like, 
did this really happen?” coach Staley 
said on returning to the Final Four. 
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Previewing the Gamecocks’ fi rst 
Final Four appearance, Martin was 
reminded that the state of South 
Carolina currently possesses the 
reigning national champions on the 
diamond and on the gridiron. Of 
course South Carolina’s men’s and 
women’s basketball teams both cut 
down the nets this week in their 
regional championships.
“Life is about people,” Martin 
said. “When you put special people 
in a room you get them to co-exist 
and respect each other, and live for 
one another, then — and only then 
— do you have special things come 
your way. That’s what this state is 
about.”
“You think of all the controversy 
— I said this a couple of years ago 
— our state handled controversy 
around here a heck of a lot better 
than the rest of the country has. It’s 
because of people,” Martin said. “It’s 
because of people.”
From the t ime Mart in arrived 
in Columbia unt i l  t he star t  of 
his f irst winning season with the 
Gamecocks, the state was rocked by 
the f lag controversy, the Emanuel 
A ME church shoot ing and the 
devastating fl ash fl oods of October 
2015. 
“They love their state,” Martin 
said of South Carolinians. “That’s 
why what’s happened might be a 
surprise to a lot — it’s not a surprise 
to me. After f ive years here I’ve 
learned the values and the passion of 
the people of South Carolina. I’m not 
surprised that you’ve had leadership 
at different universities put people 
in place, and they’re so excited for 
representing what this state is about, 
that this kind of success has taken 
place.”
I had another conversation with 
my dad as we left behind the train of 
protesters, bypassed CLA and headed 
back to our hotel. He encouraged 
me to go out and join the student 
newspaper, maybe cover sports again 
as I had done in high school. I was 
lukewarm on the proposal. I had 
decided to enroll in the Darla Moore 
business school instead of going 
the journalism route, and I had no 
expectations that they would let a 
freshman with minimal experience 
cover baseball or football in the 
foreseeable future.
My dad  rem i nded  me  about 
basketball again.
I stepped into the role of sports 
editor less than five months later, 
covering my first men’s basketball 
game at CLA around the same time.
I  have  k now n not h i ng but  a 
winning program since my arrival 
on campus. The Gamecocks have 
reached the 25-win mark in each of 
the last two seasons, but even earlier 
this month when I was covering the 
SEC Tournament in Nashville, I 
never expected to be preparing to 
travel to the Final Four.
For that matter, when covering 
South Carolina in Greenville for the 
fi rst two rounds of the tournament, 
a Final Four trip still seemed out 
the realm of l ikelihood. That in 
itself was a small miracle considering 
that the state of South Carolina was 
barred from hosting major NCAA 
tournament events until this year 
because of the f lag that once f lew 
over the Statehouse. 
As Martin pointed out, it takes a 
lot of people to change a culture and 
to foster a winning environment. As 
I pack for Phoenix, however, I have 
to express gratitude to one particular 
individual for the opportunity.
He’s not “The Screamer” anymore. 
Even my mom knows his name, albeit 
mostly because of his suits. The 
national media’s portrayal of Martin 
has changed too, he’s suddenly 
passionate now and not a lunatic.
I give all the credit in the world 
to the athletic department and to 
seniors like Sindarius Thornwell, 
Duane Notice and Justin McKie. 
A lot of people were behind the 
program’s rapid ascent. But there 
was really one leader.
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As college basketball fans 
nationwide have learned in the 
last few weeks, there’s much 
more to Frank Martin than the 
tenacious, borderline terrifying 
demeanor he shows on the 
basketba l l  cour t .  He came 
from nothing, but accepted no 
handouts as he earned his spot 
on the game’s biggest stage.
Martin’s story is one South 
Carolina fans have surely come 
to love, and it’s one Kansas State 
fans were quick to embrace 
nearly a decade ago. As I’ve 
learned during the Gamecocks’ 
improbable run to the Final 
Four, there is still no shortage 
of Martin supporters on the 
campus where he f irst broke 
into the head coaching ranks.
I was a freshman at K-State 
when Mar t i n  a r r ived a s  a 
member of Bob Huggins’ staff 
in 2006. Huggins’ one year 
gave a dormant program a 
shot in the arm, but the real 
t ransformat ion took place 
when Mart in took the reins 
the following season. That year 
included K-State’s fi rst NCAA 
tournament appearance since 
1996, Mart in’s f irst of four 
bids with the Wildcats. More 
important ly, though, it re-
established a winning culture 
among players and fans alike. 
Sound familiar?
A s a spor t s ed itor at the 
s t udent  new spaper,  I  had 
the privilege of covering the 
team during Mart in’s most 
successful K-State season in 
2009-10, which ended in the 
Elite Eight. Even when that 
team didn’t win, it was rarely 
o u t w o r k e d .  I t  r e g u l a r l y 
showcased the “junkyard dog” 
style of play we’ve seen South 
Carolina exhibit throughout 
the tournament.
In many regards, Martin’s 
abrupt departure to Columbia 
in 2012 – a result of one too 
many disagreements with the 
former athletic director – still 
hau nt s  K-State fans .  That 
wound re-opened last weekend 
as we watched Martin not only 
return to the Elite Eight, but 
also cut down a net. To say “our 
loss has been your gain” would 
be a massive understatement.
A f t e r  S ou t h  C a r o l i n a’s 
win Sunday against Florida, 
I  l i k e n e d  w a t c h i n g  t h e 
Gamecocks’ Final Four run to 
running into an ex-girlfriend 
from college, only to find out 
she became a model and won 
the lottery. From what I’ve 
heard and read on social media, 
I think plenty of Wildcat fans 
would share that sent iment. 
However, while I can’t speak 
for ever yone, the major it y 
seem leg it imately happy to 
see Martin still coaching into 
April.
While many K-State fans – 
myself included – would much 
rather see Martin in a purple 
suit than a garnet one Saturday 
in Phoenix, I know he deserves 
every bit of success he’s had and 
will continue to have. Enjoy 
the ride and enjoy your coach, 
Gamecock fans. He truly is one 
of the best in the business.
 — Justin Nutter, 
Kansas State ‘10
Letter to the Editor: 
Martin remembered fondly 
at Kansas State
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Frank Martin was the head coach at Kansas State University from 2007 to 2012 where he led the program to an eventual Elite 8 run in 2010.
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A f ter  inju r ies ,  c lose 
games and much adversity, 
t h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
women’s basketball team is 
grateful to fi nd themselves 
back in the Final Four for 
the second time in three 
years.
“Just really thankful,” 
said coach Dawn Staley 
as she opened her press 
conference after a win over 
Florida State that put her 
team in the Final Four once 
again. “God has been good 
to our program. He’s been 
good to me personally.”
T h i s  r e l i e f  f r o m 
Sta ley comes af ter her 
Gamecock’s tough road to 
finally get to where they 
are now. This Final Four 
run did not come easy.
Before their first game 
of the NCAA Tournament 
against UNC Asheville, 
the Gamecocks were given 
crushing news. Their star 
Alaina Coates would not 
be able to play at all in the 
tournament due to an ankle 
injury.
I n  C o a t e s ,  t h e 
Gamecocks lost one of 
their biggest leaders and a 
player who had averaged 
a double-double on the 
season.
Yet st ill, they cruised 
past UNC Asheville with 
a 90-40 victory. Then they 
were forced to take on 
Arizona State.
Against the Sun Devils, 
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  s a w 
anot her key player go 
down. Originally it was 
believed that Allisha Gray 
had injured her knee, yet 
days before t hei r nex t 
game, Staley announced 
that Gray would be able to 
play against twelfth-seeded 
Quinnipiac. Crisis averted.
In an October press conference, 
long before th is Cinderel la 
season even began, coach Frank 
Martin sat in front of a group 
of reporters in Williams Brice 
stadium. Admittedly, he was 
tired, as his team had just fi nished 
one of their fi rst real practices of 
the season. Yet he fielded all of 
the reporter’s questions on his 
team, offering insight that, when 
looked at now, shows just how 
accurate he was in predicting the 
future of this team.
Prediction 1: “I think Chris 
Silva is gonna take a huge step 
forward.”
W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  h i s 
expectations for his front court 
in the coming year, Martin was 
unrestrained on how he saw 
one of his bigs performing this 
season.
A Yankee t ransplanted f rom 
t he shores of  Buzzards Bay in 
Massachusetts, I remember driving 
with my dad down Gervais Street 
in a rented Chevy Impala the day 
before my orientation. I had never 
spent a night in Columbia.
It was late in the afternoon and the 
AC wasn’t working, but the monitor 
still reminded me that it was 102 
degrees Fahrenheit.
My dad was a Carolinian. I had 
fair warning about the oppressive 
heat.
I had been forewarned about 
Southern pride too. How couldn’t 
I have been? The Confederate fl ag 
had fl own high over the Statehouse 
until two days before my arrival.
We heard the protesters before 
we saw them. Then the enormous 
“Stars and Bars” banner came into 
view. It was a little lower than it had 
been from its perch for the previous 
56 years, handled at ground level by 
cross-generational protesters, but 
still felt very much present.
M ingled in  w it h t he masses 
bemoaning the loss of the icon of 
their Southern heritage was another 
group celebrating a victory, or even 
simply just expressing relief.
Tr a f f i c  w a s  bu i ld i n g  up  a s 
motor ist s  cou ldn’t  res is t  f rom 
rubbernecking. I stopped and took 
a video to send back to my friends at 
school up North.
When I stepped back into my car, 
the monitor graciously ticked back 
to 101 degrees.
My dad suggested that we go 
check out Colonial Life Arena. We 
had already sought out Williams-
Brice Stadium and the then-named 
Carolina Stadium, literally our fi rst 
two appoints when getting in town. I 
wasn’t in a rush to see the basketball 
stadium — the SEC was a football 
country, and I was still an ACC snob 
anyway.
I knew about Frank McGuire 
and Alex English. I remembered 
seeing Devan Downey’s wizardry 
on SportsCenter. I was familiar 
w ith Frank Mart in, most ly for 
h is  my t h ica l  s idel ine shout ing 
performances — “The Screamer,” 
my mom once called him.
South Carolina had won fewer 
than 28 percent of its conference 
games in Martin’s three seasons at 
that point. Visiting the CLA could 
wait.
Th is  week ,  “The Screamer” 
addressed the South Carolina media 
a f ter  t he G amecock s  defeated 
Florida in the Elite Eight at Madison 
Square Garden. In his fi rst NCAA 
Tournament at South Carolina, 
Martin matched the previous total 
for tournament wins in program 
history — four.
Coach Frank Martin’s ability to embrace 
local values propelled tournament run
Bobby Balboni
@ROB_BALBONI1
“It’s because of people... 
They love their state”
— Frank 
Despite adversity, SC 
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